Geocaching is an entertaining adventure game for GPS us-
ers, with millions of active members in more than 222 coun-
tries. It is a modified treasure hunt using GPS coordinates to
locate the prize, or “cache.” There are likely numerous pub-
lic geocaches hidden around your community.  Finding
these treasures involves being outside, taking beautiful
hikes and, perhaps, some puzzles to solve.
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Pathfinding has been part of Scouting from its very begin-
ning. GPS technology provides an augmented compass and
measuring system, which is an essential part of the increas-
ingly technology-oriented lives of this generation. Remem-
ber, however, that GPS technology simply is updating an old and traditional Scouting skill; the older
methods should not be forgotten. Map and compass skills are an invaluable supplement to any GPS
use, and the importance of these skills should be reinforced whenever possible. Most importantly,
the Scouting's values, including "fun with a purpose," are paramount to any Scouting activity.

WHAT YOU NEED TO “GET IN THE GAME”

% Visit www.geocaching.com to gather more information about geocaching

™5 Visit www.geoscouting.com to learn more about some of the

“Get in the Game” features

= Set up a FREE basic membership at www.geocaching.com so that you
are able to track your finds, and share stories about the exciting
adventures you have while looking for the official Buffalo Trace
Council caches
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%%ﬁlnput coordinates to the official Buffalo Trace Council caches found
online, into your GPS unit

%%?JGet out there and “Get in the Game!”

For Scouts and Scouters who decide to participate in the Buffalo Trace
Council “Get in the Game” geocaching program, there is a special patch
(seen at the top of this page) that is available for purchase at the Gaither
Scout Shop inside the Eykamp Scout Center. There is also a National
“Get in the Game” patch (seen to the right) that you may order from the
Scout Shop.

For specific information about the Buffalo Trace Council “Get in the
Game” program, see the reverse side of this page!
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The Buffalo Trace Council has hidden twenty geocaches within the Council territory. Each of the fif-
teen counties has at least one official Buffalo Trace Council cache. All of the coordinates for the
Buffalo Trace Council caches can be found on www.geocaching.com by using a “hidden by user-
name” search. The Council's username is btc156. All of the caches hidden by the Buffalo Trace
Council are numbered btccashel-btccashe20. These coordinates should be posted on the geo-
caching website by the middle of May.

Inside each of the official BTC caches is a log book that you are asked to sign. Each line in the log
book is numbered, that number coincides with a number on cards you will also find in the caches.
Take the card that has the same number as the line you signed. Return that card to the Eykamp
Scout Center and you will be entered to win a “Get in the Game” Geocoin, like the one seen at the
top of this page. There is a limited number of the coins, and we expect all of our Scouts and
Scouters to be honest when submitting cards for the drawings. You may only submit one card per
cache per person. That means you could have up to 20 chances to win one of these coins, if you
find all of the official Buffalo Trace Council geocaches!

Inside six of the twenty btccaches are special hidden items that are meant to be taken by whomever
finds them and then that person “hides” the items in other caches they find in the area, or across the
country. Five of those items are color coded “dog tag”

style medals that are symbolic of the five pillars of the

100th Anniversary Patch series; Character (yellow), Lead-

ership (black), Achievement (blue), Outdoors (green), and

Service (red). If you find one of these items, be sure to

log it on www.geocaching.com using the tracking number

on the back of the medal. You will log both when you find

the item and when you hide the item. That way everyone

can see how far these items have moved.

The sixth hidden item is called a “travel bug” and it is at-
tached to a Pinewood Derby Car! The goal of this item is
to go as many miles as possible and to make it to Fort
A.P. Hill for the National Jamboree on July 26, 2010. Af-
ter its visit at the National Jamboree, then it's off again to
rack up more miles! Again, if you find this item, log it
online using the tracking number on the bottom of the tag
and let’s see just how far we can make this car go!




